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The country was delighted to find that in that corrupt Court
Popularity there was at least one who could hold his ground in
of Abbot. opposition to the King's wishes, when a matter of
conscience was at stake.

When the long-expected sentence was pronounced. Lady
Frances Howard, now no longer Countess of Essex, was once
Lady Fran- more free from the bonds under which she had
ces Howard. writhed so long. The prize for which she had played
the desperate game, and for the sake of which she had thrown
away all feminine modesty, was within her reach at last; the
man for whose sake she had braved the scorn of the world, and
had submitted to make her name the subject of unseemly jests,
was now ready to take her as his wife. But even those whose
sense of her degradation was the deepest had failed to measure
the full extent of her guilt. They did not know that, whilst
she was receiving the congratulations of all who believed that
her smile would light them on the road to wealth and honour,
she was carrying about with her the consciousness that in an
instant the edifice of her fortunes might tumble into the dust,
and that she was liable at any moment to be dragged off from
the bright scenes which she loved too well, to take her place in
the felon's dock as a murderess.

The story of the tragedy, in which the proud beauty enacted
so fearful a part, will in all probability never be known in all
its details with anything approaching to certainty. The evidence
upon which it rests has only reached us in a mutilated state,
and even that which is in our hands is in such an unsatisfactory
condition that it is impossible to come to any definite con-
clusion on the greater part of the questions which may be
raised. But amidst all these uncertainties one fact stands out
too clearly to be explained away. The guilt of Lady Essex is
proved by evidence of which no reasonable doubt can, by any
possibility, be entertained.

Overbury's Amongst those who had attached themselves to
connection fas rising fortunes of the favourite was Sir Thomas
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Chester. Overbury, a young man of considerable talents,
and, as his published writings prove, not without some noble-
ness of character. He was not long in obtaining an ascen-